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Abstract

This study aims to study the impact of restricting the exercise of voting rights by
Monke and Nouieco. It has appeared in the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand and
the Election Law since the change of the Government in B.E.2475(1932)

The study found that the restriction on the voting rights of monks and novices has
the following impacts: The fact that Section 96 (1) of the Constitution of the Kingdom of
Thailand Buoldhiot Ena 2560 (2017) prohibits monks, novices, hermits, or clergy from
exercising their voting rights, which is a basic political right of citizens in a democratic
regime, on election day is contrary to the basic principles of elections in a democratic

state regarding the principle of universal suffrage and the principle of equality. It also does
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not comply with the international legal obligations that Thailand has ratified. Such
restriction on the voting rights has an impact on the enforcement of the law, namely the
problem of losing other political rights from being prohibited from exercising the right to
vote, as well as the problem of the unclear wording of "monks, novices, hermits, or clergy"
and "on election day", as to which persons these provisions apply to and when they come
into effect.

Therefore, it is appropriate to amend the law to provide recognition of voting rights
for persons with such status.

Keywords: Monks, Novices
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